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Eurama Castle Estate, 
Faulconbridge
Mortgagee Sale
• 15 separate titles

• Approximately 935,600 m2 total

•  Ruins from 1800’s sandstone homestead

•  Lower mountains with easy access to the city

• Approximately 45 minutes to Parramatta

Auction:  15 August 2015 at 2pm, in rooms

View by appointment

Contact: Jonathan Crisp 0423 148 947

Agency:   Chapman Real Estate, Springwood
 P: 02 4751 8266
E: springwood@chapmanrealestate.com.au
W: chapmanrealestate.com.au
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KANGAROO VALLEY 
RIVER FRONTAGE

For sale privately, 5 acres river frontage to the 
Upper Kangaroo River, half pasture half rainforest 

with a dramatic view of the valley to live for!
Please do a Google search on

www.treefern.com.au for photos, address and 
full details of the near-new extraordinary home or 

phone 02 4465 2419.
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Amazing design on Sunday
TRISHA CROAKER

The Centennial Park house redesigned by Peter Willett Associates (left); and the rear of the
house, which has been opened up to let the light in (above). Photos: Michael Nicholson
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A sense of belonging

H
ow many urban-living
Australians are fortunate
enough to experience that
overwhelming sense of

belonging to a particular place, a
particular landscape? Of
belonging, not through familial
ties, or cultural, community or
historic, but through a pure,
emotionally-driven, resonating
connection to a particular piece of
country. And, if found, how many
actually get to inhabit it?

The answer to all, most likely, is
precious few. One of the owners of
a newly renovated house bordering
Centennial Park is among that

fortunate minority, experiencing
an overwhelming emotional
attachment to the street and
adjacent landscape upon first
sight. Decades later, he finally
bought there. Given this strong
response to landscape, it was
important that the ‘‘bleak and
charmless’’ house the family had
acquired better relate to the
special spot in which it sat.

Brief
The owners, a couple with two
teenage sons, wanted to gently,
respectfully open the house to
views and light.

They wanted to connect the
existing Centennial Park outlook
with those of a new rear garden.
The house had to be ‘‘opened up’’,
particularly its dark heart, and the
roof space used for the boys’
bedrooms. More garage space was
required, with a cellar and storage.

Challenges
Prominently located in a much
admired street and heritage
conservation area, it faced two
streets and a rear lane to the east,
west and south, with the one
encroaching, neighbouring home
limiting access to northern light.

Bought from a deceased estate,
it needed ‘‘lots of work’’. Built in
1913, the home had suffered ‘‘a
series of bad renovations’’ – the
result being a standard single-
storey brick and slate-roofed
house speaking in a garbled
fashion of pre-war, 1950s and 1970s
Australia. A bizarrely oversized
pool and shed occupied almost the
entire rear garden.

Despite its drawbacks, the
owners said ‘‘it had good bones’’.

Solution
Architect Peter Willett’s approach,
he says, was one of ‘‘careful
surgery’’, of cautiously stitching
new and old spaces, of ‘‘keeping the
integrity of the original house’’ and
allowing it to sit quietly on site.

At the front, interventions were
kept to a minimum, the exception
being new bifold doors facing east
and the park for increased light,
views and ventilation and side
windows to the south.

At the rear, all add-ons and bad
renovations were demolished and
a new, more sympathetic addition
stitched carefully to the old.

Public rooms – existing living
and dining and a new eight-metre-
long kitchen were placed along the
light-filled southern elevation.

Private family rooms filled with
light were positioned centrally and
to the north, with circulation
designed effectively as a figure-
eight – encouraging the delightful
‘‘slow reveal’’ and discovery of
tranquil spaces, of ‘‘views within
views’’ opening fully across the
rear to a Japanese-inspired
garden, pool and northern light.

Upstairs, Willett cleverly
inserted a spacious but totally
unobtrusive four-room parents’
retreat without altering the roof
line (with the exception of new
dormer windows and central
skylight), the master suite opening
to a generous verandah and views.

‘‘We wanted to keep the house
light, and didn’t want to take walls
away. Everything in the house is
quite soft, not dramatic, but it
creates drama,’’ he says.
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Get out of town
MARI GIBSON

DOWNLOAD SYDNEY’S
BEST PROPERTY APP

Pearl Beach
30 Amethyst Avenue
$1.4 million +

I 5 J 3 K 4

l A swish renovation has this
home tailor-made for outdoor
living in a north-facing garden.
From the back of the two-storey
house extends a deck that begins
with a vaulted-roof space
designed for lounging and
alfresco dining and stretches to a
pool. Opposite the pool is a
beautiful cabana/guesthouse
with kitchen and bathroom.
Agent PRD Nationwide Ettalong
Beach, 0407 454 974

Lilli Pilli
31 Lilli Pilli Road
$700,000 +

I 6 J 3 K 4

l Direct beach access through
beachfront reserve gives this
renovated house on 1296 square
metres an edge. It is on two levels
with the main residence upstairs
containing five bedrooms, the
living, dining and kitchen spaces,
a deck and beach views. There’s
self-contained, one-bedroom
accommodation below.
Agent Raine & Horne Batemans
Bay, 4472 6055
Auction August 15

Nunderi
2 Armitage Court
$550,000 +

I 5 J 2 K 2

k Set on 4840 square metres,
this contemporary house has
semi-rural appeal while being
close to Kingscliff and 25 minutes
from Coolangatta airport. It has
high ceilings and blackbutt floors,
and the living, dining and kitchen
spaces open to a wide deck that
leads to a north-facing pool.
Agent McGrath Coolangatta/
Tweed Heads, 0419 730 932
Auction August 1

Blackheath
50 Hillier Avenue
$690,000 +

I 4 J 3 K 2

k After a modern mountain
getaway? This custom-built
property should do the trick with
its clever design aimed at
capturing the winter sun. The airy
open-plan kitchen includes a
pantry and there’s a large garage
workshop with self-contained
studio. A landscaped garden has
a deck for entertaining.
Agent Ray White Blackheath,
0418 654 779


